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COLLECTION FROM AlTIC FRAMES A WINDOW IN TIME 
Henry Wise Hoover (1859-1948) was perhaps best known as the Posrmaster of Carloover and owner of the general store there. He was also a 
teaeher, entrepreneur, writer, and gifted photographer. Hoover began taking photographs in 1888 and for the most part stopped in 1895 when he 
wrapped his glass plates in newspapers dated the same and stored them in boxes. During his lifetime, Henry Hoover also wrote his memoirs, which 
were typed by his grandson, Hoover B. Lide, and later published with a foreword by Henry's daughter, Ruth Hoover Lide. A copy of their book, 
Henry Wise Hoover of Carloover, is in the museum's archive and for sale in our shop. 

Henry wrote that an extensive study made him believe that photography could be profitable. He took photographs prolifically in Wann Springs, 
Bolar, Millboro, Hot Springs and Mountain Grove and in neighboring counties. The last mention of photography oeeurred in Hoover's entry for 
1899 when he wrote, "Photography had come to be only a sideline..." Ever the entrepreneur, he turned to the sales oJ "commissary supplies" as 
early as 1896, and opened a post office in Carloover with his father in 1897. In 1900, they opened the doors of the Hoover General Store. In 1956, 
the store and post office were elosed permanently, and Ruth sold the property. 

Mrs. Otto Madlener, one of the founders of The Bath County Historical Society acquired Henry Hoover's glass negatives in 1963 after they were 
found in the attic of the store. Mrs. Madlener gave them to the society and then personally stored the plates and commissioned sample prints. After 
her death the collection was moved to our museum. Now, 700 ofHcnry Wise Hoover's negatives will provide clear views of the past. While a few 
plates have been printed, donat.ions are needed to continue the preservation cffort. 

Let us know if you recognize anyone in the two family groups shown here. For a closer look, please visit our website at bathcountyhistory.org. 
Henry Hoover also produeed handsome architectural portraits as shown in the middle photograph above of the "Bath House" at The Homestead 
before the outdoor pool was added. Please visit our website to see additional photographs. ffyou remember Mr. Hoover or have any of his photo­
graphs, please call the Society (540-839-2543) or e-mail bathcountyhistory@tds.nct. We'd like to hear about your discovery. We would welcome 
special gifts eannarked for the eontinuation of this project. 

CHECK THE ATTIC WHEN CHECKING YOUR LIST 

Now is a great time to takc a look in the attic where you might find attractive family treasures and 
keepsakes such as home accessories, handwork, utensils and recipes. These can make meaningful 
Christmas presents for you and your family to hold dear for generations to come. Tag with a note, such 
as: "Great Aunt Sarah's Mixing Bowl and her Famous Reeipe for Pound Cake. Circa: 1927. Save 
forever!" 

Trunks and boxes can reveal unexpected finds such as, military 
buttons, old money, political campaign items, advertisements, 
feed sacks, fabrics and a slew of photographs and negatives 

.' which you will want to examine during the winter. 

'J Let us know what you find. Take a picture of the items. ffwe can 
help you identify certain objects or make copies of a few photo­
graphs, give us a call. This will also allow us to tell a more com­
plete story of Bath from its frontier days to the present. We can 
produce multiple copies of a favorite photograph for you to give 
to relatives throughout the year. 
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